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Dear Madam, Dear Sir,

The Congress of Women was born in 2009, on the 20th anniversary of the political and economic 
transformation in Poland. The meeting of women at the 1st Congress in June 2009 aimed, on the 
one hand, to cast some light on the vast role and involvement of women in social and economic 
transformations, and emphasise their profound role in building modern Poland. On the other 
hand, it sought to diagnose the position of women today and emphasised the need for chan-
ges and directions in which they should go. It is true that women in Poland have rights equal to 
those of men, but they do not have equal opportunities or potential. They are better educated, 
yet they do not have equal access to the labour market, careers, power, well-being, and safe-
ty. They all too often fall victim to discrimination, poverty, violence, and human trafficking. This 
must be changed so that the constitutional clause on equality becomes a fact. The 1st Congress 
formulated approximately 200 proposals, of which the one on gender equality on electoral lists 
was considered the most important. The civic draft of the act, for which the Congress gathered 
signatures of 150,000 supporters, went through the entire legislative process and – on 13th January 
2011 – was signed by the President of the Republic of Poland in its form as the Quota Act, assuring 
women 35% of positions on electoral lists. There are still 199 proposals remaining…

Today, the Congress of Women is among the largest non-political social movements in Poland, 
gathering women and men of different views and professions, and hailing from different back-
grounds and regions of Poland. There is also the Congress of Women Association. The Council of 
the Congress consists of 200 prominent and active women: politicians, scientists, entrepreneurs 
and businesswomen, civil activists, ministers, women of culture, feminists, and women from the 
left and right of the political spectrum. Patrons of the Congress include Henryka Bochniarz (Pre-
sident of the Confederation of Private Employers), Professor Magdalena Środa (former Minister 
for Equal Status of Women and Men), Professor Małgorzata Fuszara, Danuta Hübner (Member 
of European Parliament, former EU Commissioner), Jolanta Kwaśniewska (head of foundation, 
former first lady), Magdalena Abakanowicz (sculptor), Jolanta Fedak (Minister for Labour and 
Social Policy), Agnieszka Graff (writer, commentator), Professor Maria Janion, Henryka Krzywonos 
(heroine of the Solidarity movement), Professor Joanna Regulska, Olga Tokarczuk (writer), Mał-
gorzata Tusk (wife of Prime Minister Donald Tusk), Danuta Wałęsa (wife of the former President of 
the Republic of Poland, Lech Wałęsa), Professor Eleonora Zielińska. On 17th and 18th September 
this year, the Congress of Women gathers for the third time, this time with the motto “Quo vadis 
Poland, quo vadis world?” International in its character, the 3rd Congress of Women will be one 
of the key events of the Polish Presidency of the European Union.

Traditionally, we meet in the Sala Kongresowa – Congress Hall. During the two days of intensive 
meetings and debates, women from Poland and Europe will discuss the key challenges of the 
contemporary world.

 



 

IN THE PROGRAMME:

You are cordially invited!

PLEASE NOTE 
The congress halls are adjusted to the needs of the disabled, translation into sign language is provided, as is care for small children.

Day one: QUO VADIS POLAND, QUO VADIS WORLD? 

SESSION 1  Quo vadis world, quo vadis Poland, or forecasts and dreams
Poland and the future of the world today – the voice of women politicians

LECTURE  The future of women; women of the future

SESSION 2  Economic crisis – how to avoid the next ones?
On the reasons, impact, and gender of crisis – opinions of women economists, feminists, and employers

SESSION 3  The labour market, or womanhood in focus
Women on opportunities and barriers, disproportions in remuneration, the grey zone, and retirement pensions

SESSION 4  On the women who must reclaim the state
Our activity before “electoral quotas”, goals and methods of efficient action, civil duties, solidarity, and the “new policy” 

Artistic event and Night of Women’s Solidarity   

Day two: FROM THE WOMEN’S PERSPECTIVE, ON THE PROSPECTS OF WOMEN 

PLENARY AND PARALLEL SESSIONS – PANELS, WORKSHOPS, LECTURES, AND ROUND TABLES; INCLUDING:

• debate devoted to Marie Curie on the centenary of her second Nobel Prize 
• roundtable of European ministers for gender equality in labour markets 
• Euro 2012 – how much we’ll spend, how much we’ll lose 
• roundtable of women candidates for the parliaments
• Business block: entrepreneurship, career, finance 
• Social block: feminisation of poverty, caring for dependent people 
• Sessions and workshops devoted to culture, reproductive rights, violence… 
• Presentation ceremony of the Woman of the Congress 2011 Award
 
BEHIND THE SCENES – PUBLIC FORUM  presentations, tips, suggestions – health, work, amusement, motoring, new technologies...

 
And numerous other attractions!!! 
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